
Rare Reads April Book Selections 

 

The Shoemaker’s Wife by Adriana Trigiani 

 

The majestic and haunting beauty of the Italian Alps is the setting of the first meeting of Enza, a practical 

beauty, and Ciro, a strapping mountain boy, who meet as teenagers, despite growing up in villages just a 

few miles apart. At the turn of the last century, when Ciro catches the local priest in a scandal, he is 

banished from his village and sent to hide in America as an apprentice to a shoemaker in Little Italy. 

Without explanation, he leaves a bereft Enza behind. Soon, Enza's family faces disaster and she, too, is 

forced to go to America with her father to secure their future. Lush and evocative, told in tantalizing 

detail and enriched with lovable, unforgettable characters, The Shoemaker's Wife is a portrait of the 

times, the places and the people who defined the immigrant experience, claiming their portion of the 

American dream with ambition and resolve, cutting it to fit their needs like the finest Italian silk. 

 

The Orphan Train by Christina Baker Klein 

 

The author of Bird in Hand and The Way Life Should Be delivers her most ambitious and powerful novel 

to date: a captivating story of two very different women who build an unexpected friendship: a 91-year-

old woman with a hidden past as an orphan-train rider and the teenage girl whose own troubled 

adolescence leads her to seek answers to questions no one has ever thought to ask. Rich in detail and epic 

in scope, Orphan Train is a powerful novel of upheaval and resilience, of second chances, of unexpected 

friendship, and of the secrets we carry that keep us from finding out who we are. 

 

One Plus One by Jojo Moyes 

 

Suppose your life sucks. A lot. Your husband has done a vanishing act, your teenage stepson is being 

bullied and your math whiz daughter has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that you can’t afford to pay for. 

That’s Jess’s life in a nutshell—until an unexpected knight-in-shining-armor offers to rescue them. Only 

Jess’s knight turns out to be Geeky Ed, the obnoxious tech millionaire whose vacation home she happens 

to clean. But Ed has big problems of his own, and driving the dysfunctional family to the Math Olympiad 

feels like his first unselfish act in ages . . . maybe ever. 

 

Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami 

 

Kafka on the Shore, a tour de force of metaphysical reality, is powered by two remarkable characters: a 

teenage boy, Kafka Tamura, who runs away from home either to escape a gruesome oedipal prophecy or 

to search for his long-missing mother and sister; and an aging simpleton called Nakata, who never 

recovered from a wartime affliction and now is drawn toward Kafka for reasons that, like the most basic 

activities of daily life, he cannot fathom. Their odyssey, as mysterious to them as it is to us, is enriched 

throughout by vivid accomplices and mesmerizing events. 

 

Can’t We Talk About Something More Pleasant? by Roz Chast 

 

#1 New York Times Bestseller and 2014 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST 

 

In her first memoir, Roz Chast brings her signature wit to the topic of aging parents. Spanning the last 

several years of their lives and told through four-color cartoons, family photos, and documents, and a 

narrative as rife with laughs as it is with tears, Chast’s memoir is both comfort and comic relief for 

anyone experiencing the life-altering loss of elderly parents. 


