
Rare Reads February Book Selections 

 

The Art Forger by B.A. Shapiro 
On March 18, 1990, thirteen works of art today worth over $500 million were stolen from the Isabella 

Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston. It remains the largest unsolved art heist in history, and Claire Roth, 

a struggling young artist, is about to discover that there’s more to this crime than meets the eye. Making a 

living reproducing famous artworks for a popular online retailer and desperate to improve her situation, 

Claire is lured into a Faustian bargain with Aiden Markel, a powerful gallery owner. She agrees to forge 

a painting—a Degas masterpiece stolen from the Gardner Museum—in exchange for a one-woman show 

in his renowned gallery. But when that very same long-missing Degas painting is delivered to Claire’s 

studio, she begins to suspect that it may itself be a forgery. 

 

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 

A beautiful and distinguished family. 

A private island. 

A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. 

A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. 

A revolution. An accident. A secret. 

Lies upon lies. 

True love. 

The truth. 

  

We Were Liars is a modern, sophisticated suspense novel from National Book Award finalist and Printz 

Award honoree E. Lockhart. This brief description does not do this book justice. Even if you don’t 

usually read YA, this is a quick, suspenseful read, reminiscent of Daphne du Maurier and with a twist 

you won’t see coming. 

 

Help for the Haunted by John Searles 

It begins with a call in the middle of snowy February evening. Lying in her bed, young Sylvie Mason 

overhears her parents on the phone across the hall. This is not the first late-night call they have received, 

since her mother and father have an uncommon occupation, helping "haunted souls" find peace. And yet, 

something in Sylvie senses that this call is different than the rest, especially when they are lured to the 

old church on the outskirts of town. Once there, her parents disappear, one after the other, behind the 

church's red door, leaving Sylvie alone in the car. Not long after, she drifts off to sleep only to wake to 

the sound of gunfire. 

 

We, the Drowned by Carsten Jensen 

An epic drama of adventure, courage, ruthlessness and passion by one of Scandinavia’s most acclaimed 

storytellers. In 1848 a motley crew of Danish sailors sets sail from the small island town of Marstal to 

fight the Germans. Not all of them return – and those who do will never be the same. Among them is the 

daredevil Laurids Madsen, who promptly escapes again into the anonymity of the high seas. 

As soon as he is old enough, his son Albert sets off in search of his missing father on a voyage that will 

take him to the furthest reaches of the globe and into the clutches of the most nefarious company. Bearing 

a mysterious shrunken head, and plagued by premonitions of bloodshed, he returns to a town increasingly 

run by women – among them a widow intent on liberating all men from the tyranny of the sea.. 

 

Just Kids by Patti Smith 

In Just Kids, Patti Smith's first book of prose, the legendary American artist offers a never-before-seen 

glimpse of her remarkable relationship with photographer Robert Mapplethorpe in the epochal days of 

New York City and the Chelsea Hotel in the late sixties and seventies. An honest and moving story of 

youth and friendship, Smith brings the same unique, lyrical quality to Just Kids as she has to the rest of 

her formidable body of work--from her influential 1975 album Horses to her visual art and poetry. 


