
Rare Reads February Book Selections 

 

Benediction by Kent Haruf 
When Dad Lewis is diagnosed with terminal cancer, he and his wife must work together, along with their 

daughter, to make his final days as comfortable as possible, despite the bitter absence of their estranged 

son. Next door, a young girl moves in with her grandmother and contends with the memories that Dad’s 

condition stirs up of her own mother’s death. A newly arrived preacher attempts to mend his strained 

relationships with his wife and son, and soon faces the disdain of his congregation when he offers more 

than they are used to getting on Sunday mornings. And throughout, an elderly widow and her middle-

aged daughter do all they can to ease the pain of their friends and neighbors. 

 

Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver 
Dellarobia Turnbow is a restless farm wife who gave up her own plans when she accidentally became 

pregnant at seventeen. Now, after a decade of domestic disharmony on a failing farm, she has settled for 

permanent disappointment but seeks momentary escape through an obsessive flirtation with a younger 

man. As she hikes up a mountain road behind her house to a secret tryst, she encounters a shocking sight: 

a silent, forested valley filled with what looks like a lake of fire. She can only understand it as a 

cautionary miracle, but it sparks a raft of other explanations from scientists, religious leaders, and the 

media. The bewildering emergency draws rural farmers into unexpected acquaintance with urbane 

journalists, opportunists, sightseers, and a striking biologist with his own stake in the outcome. As the 

community lines up to judge the woman and her miracle, Dellarobia confronts her family, her church, her 

town, and a larger world, in a flight toward truth that could undo all she has ever believed. 

 

The Night Guest by Fiona McFarlane 

Ruth is widowed, her sons are grown, and she lives in an isolated beach house outside of town. Her 

routines are few and small. One day a stranger arrives at her door, looking as if she has been blown in 

from the sea. This woman—Frida—claims to be a care worker sent by the government. Ruth lets her in. 

Now that Frida is in her house, is Ruth right to fear the tiger she hears on the prowl at night, far from its 

jungle habitat? Why do memories of childhood in Fiji press upon her with increasing urgency? How far 

can she trust this mysterious woman, Frida, who seems to carry with her her own troubled past? And how 

far can Ruth trust herself? 

 

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin 

On the faded Island Books sign hanging over the porch of the Victorian cottage is the motto "No Man Is 

an Island; Every Book Is a World." A. J. Fikry, the irascible owner, is about to discover just what that 

truly means. A. J. Fikry's life is not at all what he expected it to be. His wife has died, his bookstore is 

experiencing the worst sales in its history, and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, 

has been stolen. Slowly but surely, he is isolating himself from all the people of Alice Island-from 

Lambiase, the well-intentioned police officer who's always felt kindly toward Fikry; from Ismay, his 

sister-in-law who is hell-bent on saving him from his dreary self; from Amelia, the lovely and idealistic 

(if eccentric) Knightley Press sales rep who keeps on taking the ferry over to Alice Island, refusing to be 

deterred by A.J.'s bad attitude. Even the books in his store have stopped holding pleasure for him. These 

days, A.J. can only see them as a sign of a world that is changing too rapidly. 

 

Empty Mansions by Bill Dedman 

When Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Bill Dedman noticed in 2009 a grand home for sale, unoccupied 

for nearly sixty years, he stumbled through a surprising portal into American history. Empty Mansions is 

a rich mystery of wealth and loss, connecting the Gilded Age opulence of the nineteenth century with a 

twenty-first-century battle over a $300 million inheritance. At its heart is a reclusive heiress named 

Huguette Clark, a woman so secretive that, at the time of her death at age 104, no new photograph of her 

had been seen in decades. Though she owned palatial homes in California, New York, and Connecticut, 

why had she lived for twenty years in a simple hospital room, despite being in excellent health? Why 

were her valuables being sold off? Was she in control of her fortune, or controlled by those managing her 

money? 


