
Rare Reads January Book Selections 

 

The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman  
After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and takes 

a job as the lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the coast. To this 

isolated island, where the supply boat comes once a season and shore leaves are granted every 

other year at best, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two 

miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat has 

washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a living baby. The Light Between Oceans is 

exquisite and unforgettable, a deeply moving novel.  

 

The Blazing World by Siri Hustvedt 
Hustvedt tells the provocative story of the artist Harriet Burden. After years of watching her 

work ignored or dismissed by critics, Burden conducts an experiment she calls Maskings: she 

presents her own art behind three male masks, concealing her female identity. The three solo 

shows are successful, but when Burden finally steps forward triumphantly to reveal herself as the 

artist behind the exhibitions, there are critics who doubt her. The public scandal turns on the final 

exhibition, initially shown as the work of acclaimed artist Rune, who denies Burden’s role in its 

creation. What no one doubts, however, is that the two artists were intensely involved with each 

other. As Burden’s journals reveal, she and Rune found themselves locked in a charged and 

dangerous game that ended with the man’s bizarre death. 

 

Havisham by Ronald Frame 

Before she became the immortal and haunting Miss Havisham of Great Expectations, she was 

Catherine, a young woman with all of her dreams ahead of her. Spry, imperious, she is the 

daughter of a wealthy brewer. But she is never far from the smell of hops and the arresting letters 

on the brewhouse wall—HAVISHAM—a reminder of all she owes to the family name and the 

family business. Sent by her father to stay with the Chadwycks, Catherine discovers elegant 

pastimes to remove the taint of her family's new money. But for all her growing sophistication, 

Catherine is anything but worldly, and when a charismatic stranger pays her attention, 

everything—her heart, her future, the very Havisham name—is vulnerable. A Kirkus Reviews 

Best Fiction Book of 2013. 

 

This Is How You Lose Her by Junot Díaz 

On a beach in the Dominican Republic, a doomed relationship flounders. In the heat of a hospital 

laundry room in New Jersey, a woman does her lover’s washing and thinks about his wife. In 

Boston, a man buys his love child, his only son, a first baseball bat and glove. At the heart of 

these stories is the irrepressible, irresistible Yunior, a young hardhead whose longing for love is 

equaled only by his recklessness--and by the extraordinary women he loves and loses: artistic 

Alma; the aging Miss Lora; Magdalena, who thinks all Dominican men are cheaters; and the love 

of his life, whose heartbreak ultimately becomes his own. In prose that is endlessly energetic, 

inventive, tender, and funny, the stories in This Is How You Lose Her lay bare the infinite 

longing and inevitable weakness of the human heart. They remind us that passion always 

triumphs over experience, and that “the half-life of love is forever.” 

 

Half Broke Horses by Jeannette Walls 

Lily Casey Smith, this novel's feisty Texas protagonist, is a frontier teacher, a rancher, a rodeo 

rider, a poker player, and bootlegger. In Half Broke Horses, she survives droughts, tornados, 

floods, poverty, and whatever else fate can throw against her. Based on author Jeannette Walls's 

grandmother, Lily is a plausible character because she has a voice that synchronizes with her 

history. 


